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Vision
Broken Earth, as a brand, was born from 
the heritage of the vineyard property, 
originally named “Rancho Tierra Rejada” 
or land of worked or farmed earth. 
Farmers for generations have cultivated 
and ‘broken’ the soil in this region with 
care and respect. Our goal is to respect 
the land and its treasures.

Broken Earth Winery encompasses a 
philosophy to provide wine that reflects 
the personality of where it is sustainably 
grown and the personality of its talented 
craftsmen, the winemaker and his crew.

Vineyard
The vineyard, which was first planted in 
1973, rests amid gentle rolling ‘golden 
hills’ and maintains a sustainable 
approach to farming. The 715 acres of 
vines are carefully tended while the soil is 
nurtured to ensure viability and longevity. 
Our belief is that the soil will give its best 
only if it ‘feels’ its best, so attention to the 
earth’s health is critical.

Varieties planted are predominantly 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Chardonnay, Viognier, Grenache, Syrah, 
Petite Sirah and Petit Verdot. There are 
limited (but expanding) plantings of 
Tempranillo, Grenache Blanc, Albarinho, 
Tannat, Vermentino and Verdelho. Each 
block is harvested and vinified separately 
to offer greater variety and selection when 
it comes to blending. Additionally, this 
allows the identification of exceptional 
parcels that are specially selected for our 
“Reserve” range.

Winemaking
Director of Winemaking, Chris Cameron, 
has over 40 harvests in hand and offers 
a wealth of experience spanning many 
countries and many continents. Chris 
arrived on the Central Coast of California 
just in time for the 2007 harvest and has 
since used his determination to interpret 
and enhance the quality of Paso Robles’ 
wine.

A native of Australia, his approach to 
winemaking is one of presenting the 

true ‘personality’ of each wine, accurately 
reflecting both its terroir and varietal 
distinction. A master at blending he 
continually pushes the limits to uncover 
balance and purity of fruit whether it be 
with single varietal, single vineyard wines 
or more complex blended wines. 

The wines of Broken Earth are made to 
accurately portray varietal definition, 
purity of fruit and balance. The palate 
must appear ‘seamless’ and where 
more complex wines are intended, they 
must allow the layers of complexity to 
continually emerge as you familiarize 
yourself with the wine.

‘Bright’ is a term often used by the 
winemaking team to describe the wines as 
they show clarity of flavor with balancing 
acidity, essential for pairing with food. 
Each wine is an honest portrayal of the 
distinct characteristics of each variety, 
whether they be tiny parcels of hand 
selected fruit or larger, more complex 
blends.



TRADITION – EXCELLENCE – SUSTAINABILITY

We all aspire to do more, to reduce our impact on this earth. At Broken Earth Winery 
our endeavor is to support the long-term ecological balance in the production of 
wines. Starting in the vineyard by using sustainable vineyard practices (integrated pest 
management, water conservation and protection of natural resources) and via an energy 
efficient, solar-powered wine production facility.

Broken Earth, as a brand, was born from the heritage of the vineyard property originally 
named “Rancho Tierra Rejada,” meaning land of worked or farmed earth. Farmers for 
generations have cultivated and ‘broken’ the soil in the region with care and respect. 
Our goal is to respect the land and its treasures. 

The vineyard, which was first planted in 1973, rests amid gentle rolling ‘golden hills’ 
and maintains a sustainable approach to farming. The vineyard is currently 715 acres 
and still growing. The vines are carefully tended while the soil is nurtured to ensure 
viability and longevity. Our belief is that the soil will give its best only if it ‘feels’ its 
best, so attention to the earth’s health is critical. 

Our vineyard is a Certified California Sustainable Vineyard. Certified California 
Sustainable Winegrowing is a certification program that provides verification by a 
third-party auditor that a winery or vineyard implements sustainable practices and 
continuous improvements:

ENERGY MANAGEMENT
• 2.5 acres of photovoltaic solar array 

which powers the winery.

• Fixed-tilt photovoltaic system that 
supplies the electricity needs of the 
Broken Earth Visitor Center.

• Roof-mounted glycol solar hot water system.

• Irrigation scheduling is avoided 
at peak electrical hours.

• New energy efficient pumps, and tractors 
have been purchased in the last two 
years to replace less efficient models.

• Solar panels purchased to increase the 
renewable energy used by the vineyard.

SUSTAINABLE VITICULTURE
• Nutrition scheduling is coordinated for 

optimal vine & canopy management.

• Nitrogen applications are minimized 
to prevent overexposure.

• Harsher, more damaging pesticides 
with longer re-entry intervals are 
avoided for use in the vineyards.

• Tractor passes are reduced to lower 
the amount of fuel used yearly.

SOIL MANAGEMENT
• Nutrient cover crops are planted 

to replenish the soil annually, and 
incorporate organic matter.

• Tractor passes are minimized to 
reduce compaction of the soil.

• Tillage is minimized to reduce 
the release of carbon.

WATER CONSERVATION
• Soil moisture probes were purchased 

to monitor irrigation scheduling 
and eliminate over-irrigation.

• Irrigation scheduled at optimal 
times and is at the forefront of our 
wine quality management.

• Soil is ripped to reduce 
pooling on the surface.

PEST MANAGEMENT
• Housing provided for natural predators 

(ex. hawks, owls, snakes).

• Disruption of the mealybug mating 
cycles is implemented.

• Pre-emergent herbicides are 
applied in the winter to reduce the 
number of herbicides used.

• Fungicide materials with longer 
spray intervals are used to reduce 
the number of passes.

Certified California Sustainable Vineyard  • 100% Solar Powered Winery

brokenearthwinery.com


